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E-mail: info@unicorntheatre.ca    Website: www.unicorntheatre.ca
        
January 2, 2012
Dear Auditioner,

Thank you for your interest in auditioning for our new musical, “Starmites””.  If you have not already booked an audition, please do so as soon as possible. (857-2121 or e-mail info@unicorntheatre.ca).

We are holding “Starmites” auditions on Saturday, January 21 and Sunday, January 22, during the day at the Bay Community Centre, 11 Station Road, Head of St. Margaret’s Bay. For driving directions, please go to our website at www.unicorntheatre.ca. 

The auditions will be about 15 minutes in length. You will be asked to perform the audition pieces (acting and singing) you have prepared (see attached), and perhaps read from the script. 
 If you are cast in the play, you will be rehearsing Tuesdays and Thursdays, 6-8 pm starting January 31. Please note that there will be two extra Saturday afternoon rehearsals as we get close to show time (March 31 and April 14), and that the dress rehearsals (the week of the show) will most likely run long. The two performance weekends are April 27-29 and May 4-6. 

When you come for the audition, you will be asked to complete a “Conflict Calendar”. This means we will ask you mark up the calendar with any conflicts you would have for specific evenings during the rehearsal period if you should be cast in the play (e.g. band concert, tickets for Neptune). While everyone would be expected to attend all mandatory rehearsals (e.g. rehearsals the week before the show and the two dress rehearsals), there could be some flexibility in scheduling rehearsals early in the rehearsal period if people have legitimate conflicts for, say, one or two rehearsals. However, to ensure the success of the production, we need everyone to make rehearsals a high priority and do their utmost to attend all the rehearsals for which they are scheduled.  PLEASE BE SURE TO BRING INFORMATION ABOUT ANY CONFLICTS TO THE AUDITION. Being in a Unicorn Theatre musical is a lot of fun, but it is also a serious commitment. Before you decide to audition, please ensure that you have time in your schedule for the twice weekly rehearsals (Tuesday and Thursday, 6 – 8). We also ask that you assess your priorities if you have classes or other commitments that overlap rehearsal time. We do require all cast members to be at rehearsal for 6 pm sharp, as our rehearsal time is limited.

Please share this letter with your parents, because they should know before you audition that since Unicorn Theatre is a co-operative youth theatre run entirely by volunteers, some parental involvement is required on the part of each family where a child/young person is cast in the show. There will be a Parents’ Meeting the first night of rehearsals, and each family will be asked to sign up to help with costumes, sets, props, publicity or technical. We will also require parental assistance during the run of the show. (Show dates: April 27-29  and May 4-6.)

Thank you again for your interest in auditioning for “Starmites” It should be a really fun show! If you have any questions about “Starmites” or the auditions, please call me at 857-2121 or e-mail me at info@unicorntheatre.ca. 

Yours sincerely, 


Iris Elliott 

Artistic Director 

AUDITION PIECES

The audition is not scary at all! The Director and Musical Director, and maybe one other person, will be the only people at the audition, apart from you! The whole thing takes less than 15 minutes. 
Acting:        1)
Please choose one of the audition pieces provided – one is a monologue, and the others are short scenes. In each case, memorize the lines and be prepared to perform the scene at the audition. Think hard about the character you are portraying and pay close attention to any stage directions! One of the Directors will read any other parts in the scene.
                  
2)
You may also be asked to read from the script.
Singing:      1)

Song of Own Choice

Perform (in character, with choreography, as though you were actually in the show) a song you know well from a musical or Disney movie. This will be sung without accompaniment, and can be quite short.
                     2)
Song from “Starmites”


Perform the song “Starmites” – dance moves are optional. You will be given the lyrics and links to the song on YouTube. Accompaniment will be provided at the audition.
ACTING

Please choose one of the following pieces to perform at your audition. Pay close attention to the stage directions! Read this before you begin…

The Story of “Starmites”
Eleanor, a shy teenager, is obsessed with her collection of science fiction comic books. She imagines herself a superhero, and in her fantasy becomes involved in the conflict between the evil Shak Graa and the Starmites, the guardians of Innerspace. The ‘Mites believe that Eleanor is pre-ordained to save the universe from destruction. It is Eleanor, the Starmites’ leader Spacepunk, the Starmites and the Lizard Man against the evil Banshees (weird women with dangerous hair-dos) led by Diva and Shak Graa.
Remember that this is supposed to be a story from a comic book or graphic novel, so that everything is just a bit larger than life (in Inner Space anyway; not so much in the Earth segments). There is no room for shyness or subtlety in this play. Give it all you’ve got!
AUDITION PIECE #1 -- Eleanor 

Eleanor Fairchild is the heroine of “Starmites”.  In her everyday life on Earth, she is shy and lacking in confidence. But as Milady, who is destined to save the Galaxy, she is powerful and totally in command of any situation. In the following monologue, you have to capture the two “faces” of Eleanor/Milady.
Eleanor has been imprisoned by Diva, leader of the fearsome Banshees, in a Torture Device. As Milady, she has the power to free herself from the Device, but as Eleanor, she is too afraid. In this speech, the “Milady” part is trying to overcome the “Eleanor” part so that she can escape.

ELEANOR
I gotta get out of this…(she struggles with her bonds) Mnpf! No way. Wait a minute, if Spacepunk is right all I’ve got to do is summon the power inside, summon the power inside…

(She tries to become Milady – capitals indicate “Milady” voice; otherwise it’s Eleanor speaking in her normal voice)

BY THE FIRE OF MILADY (gives up) – no way, that’s not gonna work – I can’t.

TO MILADY, THERE’S NO SUCH WORD AS CAN’T! That’s easy for you to say!

WHO SAID THIS WAS EASY? Shut up! Who asked you?

YOU CAN DO IT!  I can’t!

STAND UP FOR YOURSELF! Leave me alone! (fighting) Uh – I- uh- oh- ooh!
(Completely becoming Milady)

BY THE POWER OF MILADY, SET ME FREE!!!!

(The Torture Device totally collapses)

AUDITION PIECE # 2 - SPACEPUNK
Spacepunk is the hero –  “the heart-throb of the Universe” and Captain of the Starmites (a band of Space Youths dedicated to fighting Evil). He talks in a strange mixture of modern slang and old fashioned, courtly language. You need to memorize only Spacepunk’s lines; all the other lines will be read by one of the directors.
The arch-villain Shak Graa is threatening Eleanor and demanding that she return his “Cruelty” – a Musical Weapon of Soul-Destroying Power.

Spacepunk dashes on, with a heroic leap.

SPACEPUNK: Yo! Release the damsel, skull breath!

SHAK GRAA: That would be a negative, Spacepunk (he zaps Spacepunk and freezes him)

SPACEPUNK: Aaargh!

ELEANOR: BY THE FIRE OF MILADY, SET HIM FREE! 

(She blasts Shak Graa with fire coming from her fingers – Spacepunk is shaken free)
SPACEPUNK: (As Shak Graa is slinking off) Nowhere to run, nowhere to hide, Shak Graa. (Bowing to Eleanor) Milady, I have waited a lifetime for your appearance.

ELEANOR:  What’s happening to me?

SPACEPUNK: I shall explain. You see, the gentle goddess of Innerspace, Oragala (he makes a ritual gesture) prophesied that a beautiful Earthling maiden would find and destroy the Cruelty and redeem us all. At a pre-ordained moment, she – MILADY – Would join the Starmites and bring about our salvation. Well, this is that moment, and here you are.
ELEANOR: Wait a minutes – Starmites aren’t real. They only exist in…

SPACEPUNK : Another time, another dimension. And you have now entered that other dimension…the dimension we call… Innerspace. Welcome! (He bows.)
AUDITION PIECE #3  Diva
Diva is the imposing and powerful Queen of Innerspace and the leader of the fearsome Banshees. She is regal and domineering, with lots of Attitude. She is also gorgeous with amazing hair.
The Banshees have captured Eleanor and the Starmites and have brought them to Diva.

Diva makes a dramatic entrance from upstage centre. She carries a sceptre. 

DIVA: Hail, loving Sisters.

BANSHEES: Hail, Diva.

DIVA: Do my senses deceive me, or am I truly viewing humans of the boy persuasion…?

BANSHEE: May we torment them, Diva?

DIVA: Silence! Let me have a look at these pathetic scraps of space junk. (She walks around them, inspecting them)  We will detain the dumplings until I decide what to do with them. Take them away! 
BANSHEE: But Diva, can’t we just…?

DIVA: Dare to contradict me, you contemptible yak. For that you shall feel a taste of my all doing SCHLUMPFVAFFER! (She raises her sceptre (“Schlumpfvaffer”) and zaps the Banshee, who writhes in agony)
BANSHEE: Mercy, Diva! 

DIVA: Silence!

STARMITE: (Terrified) Please, your Highness…we are the Starmites…last of the Humans, come in peace to unite with you against Shak Graa.

DIVA: You dare pronounce that name in my halls – for that you shall feel a taste of my all-doing – (She lifts her sceptre and then lowers it).  Starmites…what in space are STARMITES?
AUDITION PIECE #4 – Shak Graa

Shak Graa is the High Priest of Chaos, determined to destroy both Earth and Innerspace. He is a huge presence with an enormously loud voice and a hideous face. 

[Note to actor: take your time with Shak Graa’s speeches. He always speaks very loudly, but also quite slowly. Make it as dramatic as possible.] 
The Starmites have been trying to contact Eleanor, who (as Milady) has been prophesied to be the saviour of Innerspace and the Universe. They are only partly successful…they do not manage to talk to her, but they do give her the address of a website, though which she can contact them. But when she tries to do so…
ELEANOR: (Typing into her computer as she speaks) www Dot Starmites Dot Com…
SHAK GRAA: (Very loudly, his hideous face appearing in the darkness) Access denied. You have been rerouted to www dot shak graa dot muhahahahahahahaaagh!!! (Fiendish laugh)
ELEANOR: (In a panic) Mother!!!!

SHAK GRAA: It is written that when Milady returns from the world of men, The Cruelty shall be found again. So kindly hand it over…Milady!

ELEANOR: I don’t know what you’re talking about…

SHAK GRAA: No? Then perhaps you will allow me to explain it to you…

ELEANOR: Yes, yes, please tell me what this is all about…what is The Cruelty?

SHAK GRAA:  As defined by Wicked-pedia, The Cruelty is a Musical Weapon of Soul Destroying Power, created by Master Villain Shak Graa (that’s me). The Cruelty was stolen and hidden, only to be returned when the superhero Milady appears again in Innerspace. Well, here you are, Milady. So WHERE’S…MY…CRUELTY?

ELEANOR: I still don’t….
SHAK GRAA: Don’t you dare toy with me! I must have my Cruelty! Where’s my Cruelty? Believe me when I say I have ways of making you talk… Muuuaaaahahhahaaagggh! 

So tell me, Milady, what part of  muhahahahahahahaaagh!!! Don’t you understand?

SINGING 

1. 
Perform a song of your own choice from a musical (for example, “Annie”, “Oliver!”, “The Sound of Music”, “Peter Pan”) or Disney movie. This will be sung unaccompanied. Hint: choose something you know well and perform it in character, with choreography, as though you were in the show. Your performance can be quite short (one or two 
verses).
2. 
Song from “Starmites”


Perform the song “Starmites” (chorus plus one verse – lyrics below).  Accompaniment will be provided at the audition.

OPTIONAL: Work out and perform (as you are singing the song) some simple dance moves similar to those on the video. 
This is the link to the song on You Tube. http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D9wd4oae5hI&feature=related



(Chorus)


We’re the Starmites
The mighty Starmites

We fight for the right

And unite to be free

We’re the Starmites

The mighty Starmites

The Punks of the future

The future are we!

(Verse)

We’re the heroes, the good guys, the pack and the pips

Gonna clean up the planet of psychos and drips

If you’re looking for action, join our pack, join our crew

Cause we ain’t never met a girl we liked

Half as much as you!

(Chorus)


We’re the Starmites

The mighty Starmites

We fight for the right

And unite to be free

We’re the Starmites

The mighty Starmites

The Punks of the future

The future are we!

AUDITION HINTS - From the Director
GO BIG! There is no time for nervousness in an audition, (easier said than done, I know). It is time to show us what you can do! Don't be afraid to be different, that is what we’re looking for. Performing is a risk, - TAKE IT!

Make sure we know what you are saying! This is very important in acting. Make sure you are loud! Practice your audition pieces using the following techniques:


-Open you mouth EXTRA wide when speaking and singing.


-Breath from your belly! Imagine there is a balloon in your belly that fills with air as you breath in and pushes out the sound as you speak.


-Speak  S-L-O-W-L-Y!


-Face front. 

Act with your body as well as your voice! This one is very, very important. So many young actors think about acting with their voice and their face, but they forget all about their hands, feet, head, belly, back, arms, knees and even toes! Think of ways you can use all parts of your body to express what your character feels.

Decide before you begin exactly what you think the character is like. What kind of voice does he/she have? How does he/she walk? Is he/she young…old? Is the scene supposed to be funny, or is it a little more serious? Whether acting or singing, remember to perform as though you were actually playing that part or singing that song in the show.  If there are other people in the scene, you will have to work out in your own mind where they are on the stage so that you can talk to them. Make eye contact just like in real life. Oh, and don’t forget those stage directions!  

Most of all... HAVE FUN! Take the time to enjoy showing us what you can do!

Remember, a well-prepared audition will impress the directors more than a poorly prepared one! Good luck! 

